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 Modifying our member education program 

to adapt to new national policies 

 Developing new scholarships that 

recognize and emphasize the importance 

of academic success, fraternity 

involvement, and philanthropic service. 

Additionally, we recently had members attend 

the Province Tau Leadership School in 

Indianola, Iowa, and we have multiple 

members scheduled to attend the DeVotie 

Ritual Institute at the National Temple in 

Evanston, Illinois. We hope these brothers will 

return with insight and ideas as to how we can 

further improve our chapter. 

Thus far, we have had a variety of alumni 

attend our chapter meetings and Game Day 

events. I would like to thank all of you who 

visited 1815 for our homecoming alumni 

festivities, and I hope to see you all around in 

the near future. 

After being off campus for an entire school 

year, graduating two classes, and now facing 

two years of probation, it is clear that the road 

ahead is not one that will be without its 

challenges. However, with the proper systems 

now in place, a motivated group of over 50 

members, and a dedicated collection of alumni, 

I am confident in the future of this great 

chapter. 

 

Phi Alpha, 

 

Jack Brady 

Eminent Archon 

 
 

 

Dear alumni, family, and friends, 

 

As we near the end of the fall semester, the 

undergraduate brothers of Minnesota Alpha 

are preparing for SAE elections, enjoying the 

last few games of the Golden Gopher football 

season, and reflecting on the eventful semester 

that is passing on so quickly. 

This fall marked the beginning of a new era in 

the history of our chapter. Following the 

unfortunate events that took place in the 

spring of 2015 and the hectic months that 

followed, Minnesota Alpha returned to campus 

on June 1st 2016. Undoubtedly, we would not 

be an active chapter at this moment without 

the help and support of those who care so 

deeply about the traditions and the 

brotherhood that this fraternity promotes. 

With that being said, we want to thank our 

House Corporation, our families, and all of our 

alumni for their strong and continued support 

during a period of great uncertainty. 

Furthermore, I want to personally assure you 

that we will rebuild MN Alpha to its previous 

level of prominence. 

In order to successfully strengthen this 

fraternity, we have taken a series of action 

steps to improve the chapter’s culture, increase 

accountability among members, and ensure 

that we are developing True Gentlemen 

equipped to be future leaders in their 

communities.  

Some of these action steps include:  

 Updating and strengthening the 

membership review process to increase 

involvement and responsibility among 

members 

 Redesigning and improving the 

transparency of the chapter’s Judicial 

Board 
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  The True Gentleman Experience 

As I'm sure you are aware, our chapter is 

transitioning through a difficult time. The 

restrictions placed on us have provided 

unique challenges throughout the 

different operations of the house, and 

member education is no exception. 

Truthfully, coming into this year we 

weren't quite sure what to expect 

regarding recruitment and new member 

engagement. 

 

Luckily, two incredibly capable brothers – 

Mike Smilanich and Nelson Moen – 

stepped up as rush chairs. As a direct 

result of their tireless effort, we 

welcomed 11 new members to our ranks 

this fall. What started as a challenge 

turned out to be a blessing, as each one of 

these new members has taken an active 

role in the rebuilding of our chapter. As 

their member educator, I am incredibly 

proud of the progress they have made 

and continue to make towards becoming 

True Gentlemen of SAE. 

 
 

However, member education has not 

been limited to the new guys. MN Alpha 

has embraced the True Gentlemen 

Experience outlined by Nationals. This 

learning program contains five pillars: 

baseline, loyalty, friendship, honor, and 

fraternity. Each active member is 

educated on these pillars via online 

modules. In this way, our member 

education has evolved from a one 

semester pledgeship to a four-year 

experience. 

 

Despite the challenge of our current 

situation, I am extremely optimistic about 

the future of Minnesota Alpha. We have a 

dedicated core of young men ready and 

willing to rebuild the chapter, as well as a 

passionate group of upperclassmen to 

show them how. I'm truly excited to see 

what the future holds. 

 
Phi Alpha,  

 

Chris Johnson 

Member Educator 

Want to know 

more? 
 

You can find more info 

about the TGE at 

thetgi.sae.net 

 

 

Check out our 

new website! 
 

Visit our newly 

redesigned website at 

umnsae.com 

 

Fall ’16 New Members 

 

file:///C:/Users/Brad/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/thetgi.sae.net
file:///C:/Users/Brad/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/umnsae.com
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New Member Reflection  

Persistence, loyalty, and comradeship are the 

words that I, as a new member, would use to 

describe the current actives of Minnesota 

Alpha. The gentlemen of 1815 University 

Avenue SE have gone through thick and thin 

to provide us with the experience that will 

shape our lives forever. Being a new member, 

I have found the senior and junior class’s 

perseverance through these hard times both 

admirable and astounding. They have 

displayed their love of the house in so many 

ways. It is now our job to follow in their 

footsteps.  

This semester our new member class 

consisted of eleven, the smallest class in 

recent years. We plan to devote our heart 

and soul into the rebuilding process using the 

leadership we have seen in the 

upperclassman as guidance. I cannot stress 

how much their love and devotion to the 

house has influenced my class and me.  

 

 

Being a part of a brotherhood as strong as 

Minnesota Alpha is something I never 

expected. One feature that I especially 

admire of this brotherhood is its diversity. I 

love being able to meet members who are in 

marching band or taking the MCAT. I also 

respect the house’s upholding of tradition. By 

learning the history of the house and John 

Walter Wayland’s: The True Gentleman, I 

believe our new member class has learned 

the importance of the qualities Sigma Alpha 

Epsilon teaches in our everyday lives. This 

semester has been an incredible experience, 

yet, our new member class and I know that 

there is still much work to be done to make 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon great again.  

 

Phi Alpha, 

 

Nick Scheffler 

 

 

Monday Night 

Meetings 

 

 

 
Alumni are always 

welcome to join us 

for Monday night 

dinners and 

meetings 

 

 

 
If you would like to 

schedule a time 

please contact us at 

thoms286@umn.edu 
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Looking Back: An Alumni Reflection  

I often reflect back on the decision I 

made as a freshman in the fall of 2002 to 

join a fraternity, something I never 

thought I would do (or my mom 

necessarily wanted me to do) and how it 

changed my life and without a doubt it 

was one of the best decisions I’ve ever 

made. 

And throughout my years since 

graduation the sense of pride to be an 

SAE has only grown. Staying in touch 

with Brothers and lifelong friends can be 

difficult at times due to life’s hustle and 

bustle but we never lose that sense of 

belonging and brotherhood.  

I can’t help getting nostalgic driving past 

the house while back on campus for an 

alumni or sporting event. The house is 

still immaculate and the memories come 

flooding back. It’s funny the stories and 

experiences you remember and I 

oftentimes can’t help but laugh, at times 

shake my head but always smile.  

Years after graduation, I wanted to give 

back and do something to build upon my 

experiences and memories as an 

undergrad so I reached out to the House 

Corporation to see how I could get 

involved. The timing was right and they 

extended an invitation to join the Board 

and I accepted.  

 

 

And in the four plus years on the Board 

I’ve learned how deep our bench 

strength is as an organization. We have 

so many talented, smart and dedicated 

Brothers with a diverse set of skills and 

attributes that make us great. 

I would strongly encourage everyone 

reading this to see how you can get 

involved. You might think your 

contributions are small but your 

involvement and zeal alone can have a 

long-lasting impact on the chapter now 

and for years to come.  

 

In the Bonds and Phi Alpha, 

 

Matt DePoint 
Minnesota Alpha ‘06 
 

By Matt DePoint  

 

Chapter Size: 

    54 Total Members 
 

Fall ’16: 

    11 New Members 

 

School Breakdown: 

    47% CSOM 

    37% CLA 

    6% CSE 

    5% CBS 

    4% CFANS 

    1% CEHD 
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Alumni Networking Program 

Over the past couple of years, the active chapter has tried to establish an ongoing mentorship program 

to further undergraduate professional education. To a certain extent, we have been unsuccessful in this 

endeavor. As a chapter, we have decided to take a different route in professional networking.  

 

Informational interviews have become an increasingly popular tool for many members of the chapter. 

This is what we would like our mentorship program to look like. Our goal is to compile a list of 

Minnesota Alpha alumni that includes their name, contact info, industry/professional field, and a short 

blurb about themselves. Individuals that choose to submit their information will then give the 

opportunity for undergraduate SAEs to contact them.  

 

The informational interview program offers less of a commitment and an opportunity for 

undergraduates to explore their professional options. Both alumni and undergraduates can determine 

their ongoing relationship after their meeting. Through the informational interviews, we hope there are 

mutual benefits to both parties. 

 

If you would like to become an alumni mentor you can submit your info here. 

 

If you have any questions please contact: 

 

Charlie Thomsen (’17) – thoms286@umn.edu / (763) 486-9303 

 Nick Mason (’17) – odlau012@umn.edu / (651) 434-5115 

 Michael Serwa (’17) – serwa001@umn.edu / (612) 805-6705 

Interested in 

becoming an 

alumni 

mentor? 

Submit your info 

here.  

 

 

Follow us! 
 

Twitter: 

@SAE_UMN 

 

 

Instagram: 

sae_umn 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IeNt9L_dHDTO6i40s-iBHtKfseZ4q3E7ZPp88YUCwdM/viewform?usp=send_form
mailto:thoms286@umn.edu
mailto:odlau012@umn.edu
mailto:serwa001@umn.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IeNt9L_dHDTO6i40s-iBHtKfseZ4q3E7ZPp88YUCwdM/viewform?usp=send_form
https://twitter.com/sae_umn
https://www.instagram.com/sae_umn/
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 Homecoming 2016 

 

Alumni Golf Tournament 

 

Mark your calendars and start assembling your 

foursomes! The alumni golf tournament will be here 

soon.   

 

May 6th, 2017 

Location: TBD 

Time: TBD 

Click here to stay up to date 

 
Please contact Ryan Tuohy with any questions. 

tuohy027@umn.edu 

(651) 236-7417 

 
SAEs exploring London – Spring ‘16 

https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGSrqu9U_PD2AHZbMj-Y1j3ySWKvDlmhFEYMKHPyyFGzG8rw/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:tuohy027@umn.edu


 

7 
 

MINNESOTA ALPHA FALL NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                                                                FALL 2016 

 

 

  Member Highlight 

 

Why did you join SAE? 

Wanted to make a big campus smaller and get to 
know some like-minded guys from Day 1. Quite 
the Edina pipeline too. I knew a handful of 
alumni and a few of the actives. All TGs.  

 

What positions have you held? 

Treasurer and Continuing Ed 
 

What has been the biggest lesson you've 
learned from the fraternity? 
Spend as much time as possible with your 
buddies. If I have one regret in college it's 
that I didn't do enough of this. So many 
laughs to be had. I'm always happiest 
around the guys.  
 

Who was your role model as a pledge and 

why? 

Andrew Heim. Does a great job balancing 
work and play. 
 

What advice do you have for future 
potential members? 
Get to know guys in every grade. Live-in at 
least once. Never miss a game day. 
 

 

 
 

 

What year in school are you? 

Senior 

 

What is your major? 

Finance and Accounting 
 

What is your favorite hobby? 

Have spent a lot of time rock climbing at the 
Rec this semester. Big podcast/audiobook 
guy too. 
 

What's your favorite fraternity meal? 

Friday AM breakfast.  
 

What is your favorite memory from college 

thus far? 

Homecoming this year was great. It was 
awesome seeing all the support from alumni 
after a pretty trying 18 months. Also good to 
show the freshman what they have to look 
forward to once the house is back on 
campus. 
 

 

.  

 

Blake Johnson 
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What year in school are you? 

I’m a Junior. 
  
What is your major? 
I’m studying Management Information Systems. 
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
I love playing pick-up basketball. I’m an avid 
Minnesota sports fan. I enjoy doing practically 
anything active/outdoors and I have a white 
Siberian husky named Mia. 
  
What's your favorite fraternity meal? 
Café Danks (build your own sandwich / burger 
bar every Thursday for lunch). 
  
What is your favorite memory from college 
thus far? 
My favorite memory from college thus far was 
the Alumni event we hosted during 
homecoming this year. After everything that 
we’ve gone through the past 2 years, seeing 
1815 lit up on a Saturday morning was one hell 
of a feeling. 
  
 

Why did you join SAE? 
I joined SAE because of its reputation as being 
the best house on campus. The reasons that I 
joined are vastly outnumbered by the reasons 
that have kept me around. The brotherhood, 
network, and traditions we have here at MN 
Alpha are pretty special and have had a massive 
impact on me. 
  
 
What positions have you held? 
I was one of two recruitment chairs this past 
year. I also serve as a member on the Judicial 
Board and hold the Housing Coordinator 
position. 
  
 
What has been the biggest lesson you've 
learned from the Fraternity? 
The biggest lesson I’ve learned from the 
fraternity is how to balance work and leisure 
and how to get along with many different kinds 
of people in both formal and informal settings.  
 
Who was your role model as a pledge and 
why? 
My role model as a pledge was Jess Norman. His 
leadership, character, and poise are qualities 
that I aspire to possess one day. 
  
 
What advice do you have for future potential 
members? 
College flies by. Make every second of it count. 
 
 
 
  

Member Highlight 

 
 

Michael Smilanich 
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What year in school are you? 
Junior 
 
What is your major? 
Finance 
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
Playing NBA 2K17 
 
What's your favorite fraternity meal? 
Café Thursday 
 
What is your favorite memory from college 
thus far? 
Freshman year homecoming with Alpha Phi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Why did you join SAE? 
I wanted to join the Greek community to meet 
people and get involved. After checking out a 
couple other fraternities, I chose SAE because I 
could sense the brotherhood and strong culture 
from the rush chairmen. The deep history of 
Minnesota Alpha intrigued me, and it was 
something I wanted to be a part of. 
 
What positions have you held? 
Social Chair and VP of Public Relations 
 
What has been the biggest lesson you've 
learned from the fraternity? 
To always take advantage of new experiences 
and opportunities. It’s the greatest way to grow 
as an individual. 
 
Who was your role model as a pledge and 
why? 
I looked up to Kevin Gust as a pledge. As our 
pledge educator, he was always willing to help 
us out whenever needed. He was a fun guy to 
be around and well respected among the 
fraternity. 
 
What advice do you have for future potential 
members? 
I keep hearing the same thing but it always 
turns out true—what you put into this fraternity 
you will get back tenfold. So immerse yourself 
in the culture and get involved. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to be in the form of positions, 
but just participate whenever you can. You will 
not regret it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Kennedy 

Member Highlight 
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Position: Eminent Archon    

Name: John (Jack) Brady 

Major(s): Finance 

Hometown: St. Paul, MN 

 

Position: Eminent Deputy Archon  
Name: Nick Janssen 
Major(s): Biology, Society, and Environment 
Hometown: Bloomington, MN 
 
Position: Eminent Treasurer 
Name: Brian Baker 
Major(s): Finance  
Hometown: Edina, MN 

 
Position: House Manager 
Name: Michael Parrish 
Major(s): MIS 
Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN 
 
Position: House Manager  
Name: Alec Thompson 
Major(s): Environmental Engineering 
Hometown: Lisle, IL 
 
Position: Steward 

Name: Jay Pederson 
Major(s): MIS 
Hometown: Edina, Minnesota 

 
Position: Recruitment Chairman  
Name: Michael Smilanich 
Major(s): MIS 
Hometown: St. Paul, MN 

 

Position: Recruitment Chairman  
Name: Nelson Moen 
Major(s): Finance 
Hometown: Plymouth, MN 
 

Position: Member Educator 

Name: Chris Johnson 

Major(s): Finance 

Hometown: Edina, MN 

 

Position: Health & Safety Chairman 

Name: Matt Maple 

Major(s): Biology 

Hometown: Minnetonka, MN 

 

 

 

 

 

Position: Scholarship Chair 

Name: Jack Kuebelbeck 

Major(s): Agriculture and Food Business 

Hometown: Maple Grove, MN 

 

Position: Social Chairman 

Name: George Kennedy 

Major(s): Finance 

Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN 

 

Position: Social Chairman 

Name: Matt Fuller 

Major(s): Biology 

Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN 

  
Positon: Alumni Coordinator 
Name: Charlie Thomsen 
Major(s): Marketing 
Hometown: Maple Grove, MN 
 
Position: Alumni Coordinator 
Name: Michael Serwa 
Major(s): Finance & Accounting 
Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN 
 
Position: Alumni Coordinator: 
Name: Nick Mason 
Major(s): MIS 

Hometown: Eagan, MN 
 

Fall 2016 Executive Council 

 
Some Exec Members Preparing for Fall ’16 Semester 
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  NICHOLAS SCHEFFLER 

MITCHELL HUNZELMAN 

HUNTER HALLING 

WILL ENZLER 

PJ JOSHI 

MAX BROEDENKOETTER 

MITCHEL BRANDHAGEN 

NICHOLAS STEINLAGE 

JACOB MURRAY 

JAKUB KRANICH 

MATTHEW MARTY 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

SOPHOMORE 

FRESHMAN 

SOPHOMORE 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

 

PLYMOUTH, MN 

EDINA, MN 

EDINA, MN 

EDINA, MN 

SAN JOSE, CA 

ST. LOUIS, MO 

ROCHESTER, MN 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

BLOOMINGTON, MN 

JORDAN, MN 

BLOOMINGTON, MN 

Meet Our Newest Members 

 
SAEs, Alpha Phis, and KKG s– Spring Break ‘16:  Myrtle Beach, SC  
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In honor of the life of Brother Brian Benham (’79) a True Gentleman Scholarship has been established.  This 

scholarship will be awarded annually to one or more brothers of Minnesota Alpha who best reflect the virtues 

put forth in SAE’s creed, the True Gentleman.   

 

Each year the True Gentleman Scholarship winner will be presented with their scholarship award at the 

Chapter’s annual Founder’s Day banquet.  Each winner will have their name added to a plaque which will be 

displayed at the Chapter house and they will receive their own True Gentleman of Minnesota Alpha award 

plaque. 

 

We encourage you to consider donating to this exciting new scholarship program.  This is a great way to give 

back to SAE in a way the directly benefits the active members of Minnesota Alpha while it reinforces the 

lifetime value of our True Gentleman creed.  If you are interested in making a donation please contact: 

 Scott Sundet (’78) – ssundet@clarus-medical.com / (612) 382-8002 

 Doug O’Leary (’80) – doleary@rdomarketing.com / (612) 805-9031 

Brian Benham Scholarship 

One Final Note 
We sincerely appreciate you taking the time to read our newsletter and keep up to date on Minnesota 

Alpha. As our chapter goes through a time of transition, we realize that alumni involvement is as 

important as ever in keeping our house strong. A strong alumni connection is part of what makes 

Minnesota Alpha great and sets us apart from other fraternities at the University of Minnesota and 

across the country.  
 

To keep these relations strong, it is up to us as a chapter to provide opportunities for alumni to visit the 

house and stay updated. We have accomplished this with various alumni events including Homecoming 

game days and the alumni golf tournament. We continue to enjoy strong alumni involvement and are 

looking to expand our alumni events in the future in order further improve this relationship.  
 

During our four years at the house, we have met some of our best friends, built a strong sense of 

brotherhood, and created some of the best memories of our lives. All three alumni coordinators have 

held other positions in the house and have done our best to give back to the house that has given us so 

much in return. We wanted to take on this role to further extend Minnesota Alpha beyond our four years 

here. We hope to remain actively involved post-graduation and are constantly looking for ways to 

improve the alumni experience. As our time at the University of Minnesota comes to its end, we look 

forward to the next chapter of our lives.  
 

Thank you again for all that you do and staying involved in the house. If you have any questions or 

comments, feel free to reach out to any of the alumni coordinators.  
 

Phi Alpha, 

   Nick Mason: odlau012@umn.edu  

   Charlie Thomsen: thoms286@umn.edu  

   Michael Serwa: serwa001@umn.edu  

 

mailto:ssundet@clarus-medical.com
mailto:doleary@rdomarketing.com
mailto:odlau012@umn.edu
mailto:thoms286@umn.edu
mailto:serwa001@umn.edu
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 Catching Up with MN Alpha 

 
SAE Boat Cruise Date Party – Fall ‘16 

 
Alpha Phi & SAE Exchange at Grand Slam – Fall ‘16 

 
La Sagrada Familia: Barcelona, Spain – Spring ‘16 

 
IM Football Champs – Fall ‘16 
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2nd Annual Luke Featherstone Invitational - Summer ‘16 

 

 
SAEs visiting Milan, Italy while studying abroad – Spring ‘16  

 
Game Day – Fall ‘16 
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Hiking the Gunflint Trail – Summer ‘16 

 
Class of ’18 Members – Fall ‘16 

 
Chris Johnson, Nelson Moen, Jake Abbot – Fall ‘16  

Messing Around in Venice, Italy – Spring ‘16 
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The Chapter House 

 

 

 

 



 

17 
 

MINNESOTA ALPHA FALL NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                                                                FALL 2016 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

18 
 

MINNESOTA ALPHA FALL NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                                                                FALL 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The True Gentleman 

By John Walter Wayland 

 

The True Gentleman is the man whose conduct 

proceeds from good will and an acute sense of 

propriety, and whose self-control is equal to all 

emergencies; who does not make the poor man 

conscious of his poverty, the obscure man of his 

obscurity, or any man of his inferiority or deformity; 

who is himself humbled if necessity compels him to 

humble another; who does not flatter wealth, cringe 

before power, or boast of his own possessions or 

achievements; who speaks with frankness but always 

with sincerity and sympathy; whose deed follows his 

word; who thinks of the rights and feelings of others, 

rather than his own; and who appears well in any 

company, a man with whom honor is sacred and 

virtue safe. 


