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Minnesota Alpha Spring Newsletter 

A Letter From Our Eminent Archon 

On top of this, we feel that the smaller and 
more intimate board will lead to higher levels 
of accountability of the executive members to 
ensure that everyone pulls their weight and 
helps to move Minnesota Alpha forward.  
 Although we have made several 
changes to the chapter operations, many things 
have remained the same. This spring the 
seniors and the new members embarked on a 
fun and rewarding trip to the National Temple 
in Evanston, Illinois. We are also continuing the 
traditions of Paddy Murphy week, the alumni 
golf tournament, date parties, exchanges, and 
other social events that make these four years 
memorable.  

Thus far, we have had a variety of 
alumni attend our chapter meetings. I would 
like to thank all of you who visited 1815 
University Avenue during the year and hope to 
see you return to the chapter house in the near 
future. I wish everyone good health, and 
welcome and encourage each and every one of 
you to visit the chapter house at any time. The 
house is in the best shape that it’s been in 
years!  

As a graduating senior, I cannot 
imagine my college experience without SAE. I 
never could have predicted how much I would 
grow to love this chapter in four short years. 
Although it has been a difficult road, I am so 
proud of the way that we all came together to 
help rebuild Minnesota Alpha after a year of 
being off campus.  I feel confident that the 
remaining active members will continue to 
steer us in the correct direction, and am 
excited for the future of this great fraternity.  
 

Phi Alpha, 

 

Nick Janssen 

 
 

 
 

Dear alumni, family, and friends, 

 

As we near the end of the spring 
semester and the 2016-2017 school year, the 
brothers of Minnesota Alpha are preparing for 
elections, finals, and the summer that is ahead. 
For a number of seniors, including myself, we are 
preparing for graduation and reflecting on our 
final semester at the University of Minnesota and 
as an undergraduate member of SAE.  
 This spring we continued the work that 
was started in the fall to gain momentum 
heading into the upcoming summer and the 
following schoolyear. As we continue to rebuild 
and reestablish ourselves on campus, 
recruitment will be critical. Though recruitment 
in the spring can be difficult, the Recruitment 
Chairmen recruited eight new members this 
semester, bringing the total number of new 
members for the year to nineteen. I speak for the 
Chapter in saying we are delighted with not only 
the amount, but also the quality of new members 
who joined Minnesota Alpha, and who will be 
instrumental in our success in the coming years.  
 This semester we set out with the 
objective of increasing active members living in 
the beautiful chapter house we have at 1815 
University Ave. Thanks to the generosity and 
open-mindedness of the Housing Corporation, I 
am proud to announce that Minnesota Alpha will 
now offer 12-month leases with the ability to live 
in the chapter house over the summer. As such, 
we expect thirty-five members to move into the 
house for the 2017-2018 school year. Having a 
full chapter house is vital for the livelihood of 
Minnesota Alpha, and we feel that with these 
changes we will be able to provide the best living 
arrangements on campus for our active 
members.  

We are also in the process of 
restructuring the executive board with the goal 
of increasing efficiency and transparency. To 
accomplish this, the number of executive board 
positions reduced from seventeen to ten. We felt 
that the executive board was too large which can 
make it difficult to make decisions and 
implement change. 
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The True Gentleman Experience 

The spring semester picked up right 
where the successful fall semester left off. 
After getting back into the swing of things, 
Minnesota Alpha is back to its former self. 
All members felt the brotherhood surge 
through the house once more. We knocked 
the rust off and started to cultivate a great 
House. 

Thanks to our brothers Matthew 
Marty, Nick Scheffler, and Nelson Moen, 
1815 gained eight new members. Nelson 
Moen has been around the block when it 
comes to recruiting suitable young men, and 
with the addition of two aspiring freshmen 
in Matthew Marty and Nick Scheffler, they 
prevailed once again. I have seen firsthand 
the potential in these eight new gentlemen 
in our meetings. As their new member 
educator, I see great potential for them to 
enhance our historic chapter. And, as the 
new members learn about SAE through the 
True Gentleman experience, they get to do 
it alongside the rest of the Chapter. 

In early April, our senior class and 
all the new members of the 2016-2017 
school year took a trip up to our national’s 
headquarters in Evanston, Illinois.  
 

 

 
 

It was a treat to see the older generation 
educate the younger ones in the history as 
we strolled through the Temple’s proud 
walls. We have continued this overall 
education of the True Gentleman 
experience and having it come full circle 
within our honorable headquarters showed 
our resurgence as a fraternity. As a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, our fraternal 
education does not end in our first year, but 
continues throughout all four years. The five 
pillars: baseline, loyalty, friendship, honor, 
and fraternity defined by the True 
Gentleman experience continue to give us 
this knowledge. 

As the semester comes to a close, it 
was a joyous feeling to rekindle the 
brotherhood. To start back up with such 
success and perseverance is a testament to 
the kind of brothers we have. It is without a 
doubt that the chapter’s personal growth is 
fueled by our fraternal education. Our 
future looks bright and Minnesota Alpha has 
a bright future ahead. 

 
Phi Alpha, 

 
Francis Wiersma 
 
 

Spring ’17 New Members 

 
 

 
 

Chapter Size: 

    71 Total Members 
 

Spring ‘17: 

    7 New Members 

 

School Breakdown: 

    39% CSOM 

    39% CLA 

     7%  CBS 

     7%  CFANS 

     4%  CSE 

     3%  CEHD 
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New Member Reflection  

Looking back on the past is the best way to plan 

for the future. Our past consists of committed 

upperclassmen that have devoted their time 

and energy to make Sigma Alpha Epsilon a 

masterpiece built on strong core values. The 

seniors and juniors have persevered throughout 

the rebuilding process, and this hasn’t gone 

unnoticed by us new members. We have looked 

up to them throughout this semester to 

understand their future vision for Minnesota 

Alpha, and will do our best to follow through 

with their dream.  

 

The spring 2017 new member class consisted of 

eight men that came from diverse backgrounds. 

We used that diversity and our leadership 

strengths to excel and work together. Likewise, 

a common theme that surfaced between us: A 

team can accomplish more by working together 

than any individual could accomplish on their 

own. This concept helped us overcome several 

obstacles that transpired during the semester.  

 

 

 

Similarly, we all devoted time and energy to 

follow in the footsteps of the founding fathers. 

We learned how to be a gentleman by defining 

and living by words of John Walter Wayland’s: 

The True Gentleman. My favorite part of the 

semester thus far is being a part of Minnesota 

Alpha’s proprietary brotherhood. This semester 

is etched in our minds for a lifetime. It has 

brought each of us closer together; forming 

enduring friendships and true gentleman.  

 

In the future, I see eight developed leaders with 

zeal for upholding the traditions and laws of the 

fraternity. We will continue building up Sigma 

Alpha Epsilon, and fully expect that by the end 

of our rebuilding process the house will come 

back bigger and better than ever. I believe that I 

can speak on behalf of all the new members 

and say that we will do whatever is necessary to 

ensure that Sigma Alpha Epsilon is great again. 

Thank you all for welcoming us into the 

brotherhood. 

 

Phi Alpha, 

 

Tyler Schaefer 

Monday Night 

Meetings 

 

 

 
Alumni are always 

welcome to join us 

for Monday night 

dinners and 

meetings 

 

 

 
If you would like to 

schedule a time 

please contact us at 

thoms286@umn.edu 
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Looking Back: An Alumni Reflection  

Even as a graduate student, whose life 
has been consumed by writing papers, a 
reflective paper on my time in Good Ol’ 1815 
may very well be the most daunting assignment 
yet. My time in its walls date only a few years 
back, so close that the final pledge class I saw 
come through its doors will be throwing their 
caps this spring. But even as memories in the 
not-so-distant past, formulating my experience 
at Sigma Alpha Epsilon into a coherent train of 
thought is a seemingly insurmountable task. 

You had to be there to understand it. 
That is the only possible answer I can give to 
those outside of this brotherhood who wish to 
get an insider’s perspective. This intangible 
sense of brotherhood transcends the 
generations that have gone through our 
humble Minnesota Alpha. To attend a football 
tailgate event at the fraternity is to take a step 
back in time, listening to the stories that alumni 
of all ages share as they relish the numerous 
(and highly subjective) “Golden Years” that this 
fraternity has gone through. While these stories 
range in theme from brotherhood to events 
straight out of a mother’s worst nightmare, 
they stitch together a story of unbreakable 
friendships. 

For all of the hallmark parties, the 
Homecomings, and brotherhood events that 
continue to adorn the conversations when I 
return to our beloved fraternity, what I miss the 
most is the moments in between. I have rarely 
known a feeling of content like waking up on a 
weekday in 1815 with a pot of burnt coffee and 
dry cereal because the milk had run low, then 
proceeding to the dining room to touch base 
with the brothers huddled around a table.  

I miss wandering the halls of the 
second and third floors to stop in on 
conversations to further my procrastination. I 
miss long Monday Meetings and the grip circle 
and singing Friends to close out the night. I miss 
the weekly recitation of The True Gentleman 
and will never forget how heavily its words 
weighed on me during my final Meeting. 

 

 
 

 I miss the walls that will always feel like my home 
and the brothers that filled the rooms who have given me 
enough memories for a lifetime. I miss it all, but the 
beauty of those memories is that they are a part of me 
that I get to cherish for all my days, and I know that 
sentiment is echoed by each and every one reading this 
note. We were given an opportunity to both enjoy 
ourselves and build our character in four of the most 
transformative years of our lives – and I will never wish for 
a re-do (although my mother may). 

I am immensely proud to be a part of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. We’ve had our struggles as of late, but I have seen 
firsthand the resurgence of our fraternity by the hands of 
its active members and through the perilous work of our 
alumni network. This collaboration is a testament to the 
brotherhood that is forged within those walls of 1815. To 
the innumerable amount of gentlemen that I have had the 
great honor of meeting in my time as an active and as an 
alum, thank you. You have given me some of the greatest 
friendships I have ever known and the greatest sense of 
belonging I will likely ever feel. 

Phi Alpha, 
             Will Mooty 

 

 
 

By William Mooty 
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Alumni Networking  

NEW Minnesota Alpha Alumni LinkedIn Page! 
This semester the Alumni Coordinators placed a greater emphasis on making 

Minnesota Alpha’s alumni network more accessible to active members who need help 

with determining their career path, searching for internships, and landing a full-time 

position after graduation. To accomplish this, we have created a private group on 

LinkedIn for Minnesota Alpha Alumni to connect with and offer professional 

opportunities.  

Join the Group Here 

 

Informational Interviews 

Informational interviews have become an increasingly popular tool for many members 

of the chapter. Our goal is to compile a list of Minnesota Alpha alumni that includes 

their name, contact info, industry/professional field, and a short blurb about 

themselves. Individuals that choose to submit their information will then give the 

opportunity for undergraduate SAEs to contact them.  

 

The informational interview program offers less of a commitment and an opportunity 

for undergraduates to explore their professional options. Both alumni and 

undergraduates can determine their ongoing relationship after their meeting. Through 

the informational interviews, we hope there are mutual benefits to both parties. 

 

If you would like to join the list you can submit your info here. 

 

 

Submit your name 

to the 

INFORMATIONAL 

INTERVIEW  

list here.  

 

Follow us! 
 

LinkedIn: 

MN Alpha 

Alumni 

 
Twitter: 

@SAE_UMN 

 

Instagram: 

sae_umn 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12011123
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12011123
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IeNt9L_dHDTO6i40s-iBHtKfseZ4q3E7ZPp88YUCwdM/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IeNt9L_dHDTO6i40s-iBHtKfseZ4q3E7ZPp88YUCwdM/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12011123
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12011123
https://twitter.com/sae_umn
https://www.instagram.com/sae_umn/
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Alumni Golf Tournament 
 

The 2017 annual Alumni Golf Tournament was held on May 5th at the Wild’s Golf 

Club. If you’d like to be included in future golf tournament invitations, please join our 

mailing list here. 

 
  

 

 

Congratulations to (left to right) 

Jake Sampson, Will Kelly, Sam 

Delosh, and Alex Altman for 

winning the 2017 golf 

tournament with a score of -11! 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFxUjKBT4jCbsmxRRDHWE-QM8XFIx6BjWhx89qzUZquJXYMg/viewform?c=0&w=1
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  Member Highlight 

 

Why did you join SAE? 

To make a big campus a smaller feel, as well just 
getting to meet a lot of people. 
 

What positions have you held? 

House Manager and Philanthropy Chair. 
 

What has been the biggest lesson you've 
learned from the fraternity? 
The fraternity taught me to have a stronger 
voice both in the fraternity and in the 
classroom.  Also, it’s important to have fun with 
your buddies. There is no such thing as having 
too much fun. 
 

Who was your role model as a pledge and why? 

Jameson Macgregor who taught me that there is 
nothing more important than unwinding after a 
long day of working hard. 
 

What advice do you have for future potential 
members? 
Live in for a minimum of one year; enjoy 
Monday Meeting while you can; become 
involved throughout campus; football game days 
are a must. 
 

 

 
 
  

What year in school are you? 

Senior 

 

What is your major? 

Finance  
 

What is your favorite hobby? 

I am an avid Minnesota Wild fan 

 

What's your favorite fraternity meal? 

Fran’s egg rolls 

 

What is your favorite memory from college thus 

far? 

I really enjoyed studying abroad last spring in 
Italy and the SAE golf tournament. 

Tyler Morgan 
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What year in school are you? 

I’m a Junior. 
  
What is your major? 
I’m studying Finance. 
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
Playing pickup basketball. I also enjoy hiking 
and being outdoors.  
  
What's your favorite fraternity meal? 
Cafe Thursday, build your own sandwich.  
  
What is your favorite memory from college 
thus far? 
My favorite memory from college thus far was 
the Fall formal my freshman year at Arrowwood 
Resort.  
 
Why did you join SAE? 
I joined SAE because of its strong reputation. I 
came to find out that it was everything I had 
heard and more.  
 
 
 

What positions have you held? 
I was a social chairman and IM chairman 
  
 
What has been the biggest lesson you've 
learned from the Fraternity? 
Enjoy your time in college and with your 
brothers. Take advantage of opportunities and 
make as many memories as possible. This time 
goes by so fast, so it is important to make the 
most of it.  
 
Who was your role model as a pledge and 
why? 
My role model was Jack Klukas. Although he 
was a senior when I was a freshman, he did a 
great job of reaching out to me. A smart and 
well-respected guy in the fraternity.   
 
What advice do you have for future potential 
members? 
Get to know everyone in the house. This can 
lead to so many great, lifelong friendships and 
you will build an amazing brotherhood.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Member Highlight 

 

 
 

Alex Ihrke 
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Where did you study abroad? 

I studied abroad at Bond University in Gold 

Coast, Australia. 

  
Why did you choose that location? 

I chose that location because a fellow SAE 

brother and alumnus, Sean-John Dornick IV, 

told me he had a phenomenal experience here. 

This statement was backed up by a recent 

Buzzfeed article, listing Bond University as the 

#1 location to study abroad. 

 
What has been your favorite place you’ve 

traveled to?  

Having visited New Zealand, Thailand, 

Melbourne, and Sydney, my favorite place I’ve 

been is definitely Queenstown, New Zealand. 

With a smaller population of ~30,000 and 

plenty of hiking, skiing, and sight-seeing, it has a 

very quaint and adventurous vibe. It also had 

some of the most amazing scenery I’ve ever 

experienced. 

  
 
 

What is your best memory from abroad? 

My best memory from studying abroad this 

semester was hiking to the summit of Mt. 

Warning in the dark and watching the sunrise 

over the surrounding rainforest at 3,800 feet. 

  
What advice do you have for anyone going 

abroad in the future? 

Make as many local friends as possible. It’s easy 

to stay in your comfort zone and only hang out 

with Americans who are studying abroad with 

you, but it’s impossible to fully immerse 

yourself in the culture of the country you’re in 

without befriending the people that live there.  

 
What is something you wish you knew before 

going abroad? 

You always hear that American news, politics, 

and economics are internationally followed, but 

it is hard to understand without living in 

another country. For example, every single Über 

driver I have encountered this semester has 

asked me my thoughts on President Donald 

Trump.  

 
Do you have any other funny stories? 

After a long day of surfing at the beach, I was 

riding the bus back to campus. I fell asleep, and 

my phone must have slipped out of my pocket. 

When I got back to my dorm, I realized my 

phone was missing, so I tracked it on my 

computer. I saw that it was rapidly moving 

south, down the coast. I figured it had been 

picked up by a fellow bus rider who was now 

getting out of dodge. I recruited some of my 

Australian mates and we hopped in their car in 

hot pursuit of the phone thief. When we 

arrived, ready for whoever, we realized that the 

bus driver’s shift had ended and he had driven 

the bus back to the station. I got my phone back 

and we all had a good laugh about it over a few 

cold beers. 

Study Abroad Highlight 
 

 

 
 

Mike Smilanich 
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What year in school are you? 
Junior 
 
What is your major? 
Construction Management  
 
What is your favorite hobby? 
My favorite hobby is playing the game “Settlers 
of Catan.” It is a strategy and expansion board 
game that takes a great deal of wit, grit, skill, 
and a bit of luck. 
 
What's your favorite fraternity meal? 
Café Thursday is my favorite. I think most guys 
can agree with that. 
 
What is your favorite memory from college 
thus far? 
There are a lot, but I would have to say it is 
hanging out in the wing (17tht Avenue housing 
for new SAE members) freshman year. The 
memories made behind those doors will remain 
cemented in my mind forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did you join SAE? 
I joined SAE to meet new people and get 
involved in campus life right away. I heard a lot 
about SAE from my buddy John Brady, who had 
been exposed to SAE’s culture by his older 
brother, Will Brady ‘13.  After meeting with the 
recruitment chairmen and hearing everything 
they had to say about the house, I knew that it 
was the place for me. It has exceeded my 
expectations ever since. 
 
What positions have you held? 
This semester I held the House Manager.  
 
What has been the biggest lesson you've 
learned from the fraternity? 
I’ve learned a couple of valuable lessons. First, I 
learned how important it is to live in the 
moment. Our time in college flies by, so it’s 
important to take it all in, spend time with 
friends, and take every opportunity to the 
fullest. Secondly, I’ve learned the importance of 
perseverance. The past couple of years have 
been difficult for our fraternity and if it wasn’t 
for the perseverance of our members, SAE 
would never reach its former state of greatness. 

 
Who was your role model as a pledge and 
why? 
Will Kelly was my role model as a pledge. He 
knew how to bring people together and made a 
lot of us new members feel welcomed. 
 
What advice do you have for future potential 
members? 
Get involved. Hold positions. Take every 
opportunity you can to get to know people. 
Respect and learn from the upperclassmen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jacob Abbott 
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Position: Eminent Archon    

 

 

Position: Eminent Archon 

Name: Nick Janssen 

Major(s): Biology Society and Environment 

Hometown: Bloomington, MN 

 

Position: Eminent Deputy Archon  
Name: Nick Schroeder 
Major(s): Accounting 
Hometown: Orono, MN 
 
Position: Eminent Treasurer 
Name: Nelson Moen 
Major(s): Finance  
Hometown: Plymouth, MN 
 
Position: House Manager 
Name: Andrew Deziel 
Major(s): Economics 
Hometown: Bloomington, MN 
 
Position: House Manager  
Name: Jacob Abbott 
Major(s): Construction Management 
Hometown: Inver Grove Heights, MN 
 
Position: Steward 

Name: Max Bredenkoetter 
Major(s): Neuroscience 
Hometown: St. Louis, MO 
 
Position: Recruitment Chairman  
Name: Nick Scheffler 
Major(s): Journalism & Mass Communications 
Hometown: Plymouth, MN 
 

Position: Recruitment Chairman  
Name: Matthew Marty 
Major(s): Undecided 
Hometown: Bloomington, MN 
 

Position: Member Educator 

Name: Francis Wiersma 

Major(s): Economics 

Hometown: St. Paul, MN 

 

Position: Health & Safety Chairman 

Name: Nick Scheffler 

Major(s): Journalism & Mass Communications 
Hometown: Plymouth, MN 

 

 

 

 

 

Position: Scholarship Chair 

Name: Max Bredenkoetter 

Major(s): Neuroscience 

Hometown: St. Louis, MO 

 

Position: Social Chairman 

Name: Alex Ihrke 

Major(s): Finance 

Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN 

 

Position: Social Chairman 

Name: Ryan Tuohy 

Major(s): Finance 

Hometown: Mendota Heights 

  
Positon: Alumni Coordinator 
Name: Charlie Thomsen 
Major(s): Marketing 
Hometown: Maple Grove, MN 
 
Position: Alumni Coordinator 
Name: Michael Serwa 
Major(s): Finance & Accounting 
Hometown: Eden Prairie, MN 
 
Position: Alumni Coordinator: 
Name: Nick Mason 
Major(s): MIS 

Hometown: Eagan, MN 
 

Spring 2017 Executive Council 

 
PJ Fleck, Nick Janssen, and Heather Fleck 
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CARTER FALLEN 

EVAN COCALLAS 

JOE SAMANANT  

MIKE WATSON 

NASH BENNET  

SCHAFER CRAMER 

TYLER SCHAFER 

ZACH DWYER 

 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

FRESHMAN 

SOPHOMORE 

FRESHMAN 

SOPHOMORE 

 

WAYZATA, MN 

EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 

EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 

EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 

EDINA, MN 

EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 

CHANHASSEN, MN 

WOODBURY, MN 

 

Meet Our Newest Spring Members 

 

 
2016-2017 Spring and Fall Class New Members 
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  Professional Development  
This semester the Alumni Coordinators placed a greater emphasis on professional development 

within the fraternity. We created the MN Alpha LinkedIn Group, but discovered that one of the 

biggest hurdles for our underclassmen members in creating a LinkedIn profile is having a quality 

professional headshot. As such, we organized a photo shoot for the fraternity where members 

received an affordable headshot and donated some of the funds to help cover the expenses of a 

member whose father passed away this semester due to ALS.  

 

We are always seeking active alumni who are interested in helping with resume reviews, 

informational interviews, and other professional opportunities.  

 

Additionally, we have a few graduating seniors and underclassmen who are still seeking full-time 

positions and internships in various business functions. If you are aware of any opportunities that 

might be a good fit for our members, please contact one of the alumni coordinators.  

 

 
A special thanks to Meghan Swanson Photography for her help with our professional headshots. 

Check out her website if you need a photographer for your business or special event! 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12011123
https://docs.google.com/a/umn.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdD_GkP1plCaByl3Bs3WGeX_D07PN0P73uUDcbPSLq-A_l2tQ/viewform
http://meghanswansonphotography.com/
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In honor of the life of Brother Brian Benham (’79) a True Gentleman Scholarship has been established.  This 

scholarship will be awarded annually to one or more brothers of Minnesota Alpha who best reflect the virtues 

put forth in SAE’s creed, the True Gentleman.   

 

Each year the True Gentleman Scholarship winner will be presented with their scholarship award at the 

Chapter’s annual Founder’s Day banquet.  Each winner will have their name added to a plaque which will be 

displayed at the Chapter house and they will receive their own True Gentleman of Minnesota Alpha award 

plaque. 

 

We encourage you to consider donating to this exciting new scholarship program.  This is a great way to give 

back to SAE in a way the directly benefits the active members of Minnesota Alpha while it reinforces the 

lifetime value of our True Gentleman creed.  If you are interested in making a donation please contact: 

 Scott Sundet (’78) – ssundet@clarus-medical.com / (612) 382-8002 

 Doug O’Leary (’80) – doleary@rdomarketing.com / (612) 805-9031 

Brian Benham Scholarship 

One Final Note 
We sincerely appreciate you taking the time to read our newsletter and keep up to date on Minnesota 

Alpha. As our chapter goes through a time of transition, we realize that alumni involvement is as 

important as ever in keeping our house strong. A strong alumni connection is part of what makes 

Minnesota Alpha great and sets us apart from other fraternities at the University of Minnesota and 

across the country.  
 

To keep these relations strong, it is up to us as a chapter to provide opportunities for alumni to visit the 

house and stay updated. We have accomplished this with various alumni events including Homecoming 

game days and the alumni golf tournament. We continue to enjoy strong alumni involvement and are 

looking to expand our alumni events in the future in order further improve this relationship.  
 

During our four years at the house, we have met some of our best friends, built a strong sense of 

brotherhood, and created some of the best memories of our lives. All three alumni coordinators have 

held other positions in the house and have done our best to give back to the house that has given us so 

much in return. We wanted to take on this role to further extend Minnesota Alpha beyond our four years 

here. We hope to remain actively involved post-graduation and are constantly looking for ways to 

improve the alumni experience. As our time at the University of Minnesota comes to its end, we look 

forward to the next chapter of our lives.  
 

Thank you again for all that you do and staying involved in the house. If you have any questions or 

comments, feel free to reach out to any of the alumni coordinators.  
 

Phi Alpha, 

   Nick Mason: odlau012@umn.edu  

   Charlie Thomsen: thoms286@umn.edu  

   Michael Serwa: serwa001@umn.edu  

 

mailto:ssundet@clarus-medical.com
mailto:doleary@rdomarketing.com
mailto:odlau012@umn.edu
mailto:thoms286@umn.edu
mailto:serwa001@umn.edu
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 Catching Up with MN Alpha 

 
  Machy Days Pairing BBQ – Spring ‘17 

 
SAE’s boating in Sevilla, Spain – Spring ‘17 

Alpha Phi & SAE Exchange at Grand Slam – Fall ‘16 

 
 

Former Rush Chairmen on Spring Break in Cabo – 

Spring ‘17 

 

 
Phi Alpha 50’ underwater off the coast of Thailand – Spring ‘17 
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Gopher Football Coach, P.J. Fleck, visiting the chapter at Monday Meeting – Spring ‘17 

 

                                 
 

SAEs at Moonlight Stables in New Zealand– Spring ‘17  

 
 

Intramural Broomball Champions – Spring ‘17 
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SAEs on Spring Break ’17 in Miami, FL 

 
SAEs pose with a lion in Munich, Germany – Spring ‘17 

 
 

Michael Parrish posing with a Tiger in Thailand 

 
 

SAE’s on Spring Break in Cabo – Spring ‘17 
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The Kentucky Derby Date Party at Cantebury Park 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
Ty Morgan & his girlfriend Annie 

Kennedy 



 

19 
 

MINNESOTA ALPHA SPRING NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                                                     SPRING 2017 

 

 

  

 
SAEs Skiing in Andorra 

 
John Sullivan, Senior, at DG Formal 

 
Junior members at A Phi Formal 

 
SAE & DG Skating Exchange at Mariucci Arena 
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Mt. Cook – New Zealand 

 
Florence, Italy 

 

This semester MN Alpha 

had 12 members study 

abroad in 6 countries and 3 

continents! 

 
Dublin, Ireland 

 
Barcelona, Spain 
 

 
Springbrook National Rainforest, Queensland 
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Spring Soccer IM Champions 
 

 
IM Floor Hockey Champions 
 

 
Alumni visit the house for a Monday night meeting 
 

 
Touring Chicago before visiting the National Temple 

in Evanston, IL 
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The Chapter House 
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The True Gentleman 

By John Walter Wayland 

 

The True Gentleman is the man whose conduct 

proceeds from good will and an acute sense of 

propriety, and whose self-control is equal to all 

emergencies; who does not make the poor man 

conscious of his poverty, the obscure man of his 

obscurity, or any man of his inferiority or deformity; 

who is himself humbled if necessity compels him to 

humble another; who does not flatter wealth, cringe 

before power, or boast of his own possessions or 

achievements; who speaks with frankness but always 

with sincerity and sympathy; whose deed follows his 

word; who thinks of the rights and feelings of others, 

rather than his own; and who appears well in any 

company, a man with whom honor is sacred and 

virtue safe. 
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